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ONE-HUNDRED EIGHTH STATED MEETING 1 

GULF COAST PRESBYTERY  2 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2008
 

3 

EASTERN SHORE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 4 

FAIRHOPE, ALABAMA
 

5 

08-52 CALL TO ORDER & OPENING PRAYER 6 

The 108th stated meeting of Gulf Coast Presbytery was called to order at 9:15 7 

(CDT) on Tuesday October 14, 2008 at the Eastern Shore Presbyterian Church, 8 

Fairhope, Alabama by the Moderator, RE Ray Myers.   TE Paul Fowler, Host 9 

pastor opened with prayer. TE Jim Bryars preached a sermon from Luke 7:36-49.  10 

08-53 ROLL CALL & DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 11 

A quorum was declared to be present with the following commissioners in 12 

attendance: 13 

CHURCHES TEACHING ELDERS RULING ELDERS 

Chattahoochee   

Christ, Mobile D. Eide Dick Buchanan 

Christ Community Church J. Bryars  

Concord R. Dekker  

CenterPointe   

Cornerstone, Destin D. Roberts  

Cornerstone, Tallahassee   

Covenant Cory Colravy  

B. Hayes  

Covenant Reformed   

Eastern Shore P. Fowler Peter Zakutney 

 Newt Blackerby 

Fairfield S. Cloud B. Cooper 

D. Crenshaw Layne Hefner 

Faith, Robertsdale, AL 
 
 

T. Barnes  

First, Atmore J. Thorpe Dennis Bilbo 

First, Niceville J. Grider  

D. Shackleford  
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First, Panama City   

Grace Fellowship R. Fennig Paul McLain 

Grace, Madison   

Grace Community, Mobile J. Bryars  

Loxley Tom Barnes Albert Keuler 

McIlwain R. Looper Ray Myers 

 Tom Swaim 

New Philadelphia   

Pinewoods D. Anderegg  

Safe Harbor James Calderazzo Fred Rall 

Warrington R. Hornick  

Westminster, Fort Walton B. Tyson E. Smith 

 Jim Richardson 

Westminster, Tallahassee   

Westminster, Milton W. Groseclose  

Wildwood B. Pullen  

OTHER TEACHING ELDERS  1 

R. LaGuardia  D. Story 

A. Maves  S. Seidler 

D. Paulson   

 2 

EXCUSED:   Teaching Elders: D. Box, S. Brooks, W. Channell, J. Craft, S. 3 

DeVries, M. Griffith,   M. Kirk, M. Leverett, J. Riggs, J. Robbins, T. Rott, J. 4 

Trostle, G. Shamblin, J. Watson.   Ruling Elders from Warrington  5 

VISITORS: Matt Eide, Glen Bishop, Rick Skinner, and Chip Frost. 6 

08-54 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 7 

Presbytery approved the minutes from the 107th Stated Meeting, the June 24th 8 

called meeting, and the September 16th called meeting, as presented. 9 

08-55 COMMUNICATIONS 10 

 11 

1.  Minutes from the commission to install TE Cory Colravy as pastor of the 12 

Covenant Presbyterian Church; were found in order.  (Appendix A).  13 
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2.  Letter from the Stated Clerk’s office informing presbytery that her minutes had    1 

been approved without exception or notation; received as information.  2 

 3 

3. Letter from the clerk of the congregational meeting requesting that presbytery 4 

appoint two ruling elders from neighboring churches to serve as the Session of 5 

Faith Presbyterian Church, Robertsdale; referred to the Ministers and Candidates 6 

Committee. 7 

 8 

4. Letter from TE Roy Taylor, PCA Stated Clerk responding to presbytery’s inquiry 9 

as to the status of ruling elders; referred to Ministers and Candidates. 10 

 11 

5. Requests for excuse absence from: 12 

 13 

Teaching Elders: D. Box, S. Brooks, W. Channell, J. Craft, S. DeVries, M. Griffith,   14 

M. Kirk, M. Leverett, J. Riggs, J. Robbins, T. Rott, J. Trostle, G. Shamblin, J. 15 

Watson, and the Ruling Elders from Warrington, granted.  16 

08-56 ADOPTION OF DOCKET 17 

The docket was adopted as amended.  (Appendix B) 18 

08-57 INTRODUCTIONS OF VISITORS 19 

Visitors to presbytery were introduced and listed in 08-53. 20 

08-58 APPOINTMENT OF STANDING COMMITTEES  21 

The moderator appointed the following to serve on the Standing Committees of 22 

presbytery: 23 

Bills and Overtures: 24 

 TE  Dave Anderegg, Chairman   25 

 TE  Arnie Maves 26 

 RE  Fred Rall 27 

 RE  Jim Richardson 28 

Resolution and Thanks:  29 

 TE  Dewey Roberts, Chairman 30 

 TE  Jim Calderazzo 31 

 RE Dennis Bilbo 32 

 RE Albert Keuler 33 

08-59 ADMINISTRATION – TE D. SHACKLEFORD, CHAIRMAN 34 

TE D. Shackleford presented the Administration Committee’s report to 35 

presbytery. The following recommendations were adopted: 36 
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1. That the following churches submitted their Sessional minutes and records on 1 

time to the 107th  stated meeting of this Presbytery on May  13th, 2008, and 2 

that they be approved without exceptions of substance as follows: 3 

 4 

 Fairfield, Pensacola, FL 5 

 Faith, Robertsdale, FL 6 

 FPC, Niceville, FL 7 

 FPC, Atmore, FL 8 

 Grace, Madison, FL 9 

 Grace Community, Mobile, AL 10 

 Grace Fellowship, Gulf Shores, AL 11 

 Loxley, Loxley, FL 12 

                                                                             13 

REMINDER:  Be sure to check the Sessional Minutes Review Schedule for 14 

changes and updates to your review date.  These are subject to 15 

change without notice. 16 

 17 

2. That the following churches be noted as having failed to submit their 18 

Sessional minutes and records to the 107th  stated meeting of this Presbytery 19 

on May 13th, 2008 and have been granted a deferment at their request until 20 

the October 14th, 2008 Stated Meeting. 21 

 22 

 FPC, Panama City, FL (were due May 2008) 23 

 Cornerstone, Destin, FL  (were due Feb 2008) 24 

 25 

3. Proposed budget for 2009.  (Appendix C) 26 

 27 

Budget request approved for RUF: 28 

 GCP approved $1000.00 increase for David Story (RUF - FSU) in 2009 29 

budget year. 30 

 GCP approved the motion to create two new Presbytery budget 31 

accounts to receive gifts for the following new works:   32 

 33 

1)  RUF Work for The University of Southern Alabama (USA) 34 

2)  RUF Work for The University of West Florida (UWF)  35 

Budget Request approved from MNA: 36 

   37 

 That GCP approve MNA‟s request that WPC Fort Walton Beach, and 38 

FPC Niceville‟s request that financial support in the amount of: $1500 39 

per month for the first year, $1000 per month for the second year, and 40 

$500 per month for the third year, be given to the Crestview Mission, 41 

and that the funding begin at a future date in 2009 when it becomes 42 

needed.      43 

 44 

4. That the report be approved as a whole.  45 

 46 
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The Chairman closed with prayer. 1 

08-60 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT – TE R. HORNICK, STATED CLERK 2 

TE B. Hornick, Stated Clerk presented the report to presbytery. The following 3 

recommendations were approved. 4 

 5 

A. That the docket be approved as presented (Appendix B).  6 

 7 

B. That the presbytery sponsored Ember’s Conference be held on March 27-28, 8 

2009 at the Blue Spring Conference Center, Marianna, FL. 9 

 10 

C. That invitations to host meetings be approved as follows: 11 

 12 

 109th Stated Meeting, February 10, 2009 at First Presbyterian Church, 13 

Niceville, Florida. 14 

 15 

 110th Stated Meeting, May 12, 2009 at McIlwain Presbyterian Church, 16 

Pensacola, Florida. 17 

 18 

The moderator opened the floor for nominations for Presbytery Officers and 19 

Committees and nominations for General Assembly Committees and Agencies.  20 

 21 

Presbytery voted to re-elect committee members from the class of 2008 to the 22 

class of 2011.  23 

 24 

Presbytery tabled the election of officers and committee members until the 25 

afternoon session. 26 

08-61 EXAMINATIONS – TE S. CLOUD 27 

There was no formal report of the Examinations Committee. However, 28 

Chairman Steve Cloud exhorted the presbytery to be mindful of our 29 

standing rules when it comes to ministers entertaining call and making 30 

plans to move onto the field.  Good planning was encouraged in order to 31 

make sure such transitions go smoothly.   The Committee will not function 32 

as a ―rubber stamp‖ and its deadlines and requirements must be adhered 33 

to. 34 

08-62 CHRISTIAN EDUCATION – TE B. PULLEN, CHAIRMAN  35 

TE B. Pullen opened with prayer and presented the report to presbytery.  36 

1. PCA Kingdom Disciples Conference 37 

(http://www.pcacep.org/discipleship08/index.htm)  38 

 39 

2. PresWIC 40 

 41 

http://www.pcacep.org/discipleship08/index.htm
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a. November 13-15, 2008 – CEP Discipleship Conference  1 

b. November WASC Meeting 2 

c. March 10-12 , 2009 – Covenant College – 2009 Women in the Church 3 

Leadership Training Conference 4 

d. March 12-14, 2009 – Chattanooga  TN – 2009 PCA Mercy Conference 5 

e. June 15-19, 2009 - 37th General Assembly, Orlando, FL – Paul Tripp 6 

will be the speaker for the annual Wednesday Women’s program and 7 

luncheon. 8 

 9 

3. Embers Conference- March 27-28, 2009 10 

 11 

4. Women’s Retreat – Feb 6-8 featuring Kathy Peel. Ms. Peel is known as 12 

―America’s Family Manager‖. 13 

For the full report see Appendix D.  The report was received as a whole.   14 

08-63 MINISTERS & CANDIDATES  – TE R. DEKKER, CHAIRMAN 15 

TE R. Dekker presented the report to presbytery. The following 16 

recommendations were approved: 17 

1. That the presbytery approves the internship of Candidate Bryan Loney.  18 

Grounds: Mr. Loney began working on completing the internship 19 

requirements prior to his enrollment as an intern in Gulf Coast 20 

Presbytery. He has successfully completed all the requirements. 21 

Presbytery approved by 3/4s vote per BCO 19-16. 22 

 23 

2. That Brian Steadman’s request for the approval of internship be denied 24 

and that he be encouraged to seek approval of internship in the 25 

presbytery in which he will be ordained.  Grounds:  Mr. Steadman was 26 

not enrolled as in intern in GCP.   27 

 28 

3. That presbytery initiates the process to demit TE Dudley Crowe from 29 

the office of Teaching Elder (See 13-2, 34-10).  The presbytery will 30 

contact him and await his response. 31 

 32 

4. That presbytery approves the change in call of TE David Crenshaw 33 

with the Fairfield Presbyterian Church, from Assistant Pastor to 34 

Associate Pastor. 35 

See Appendix E for the entire report of the Ministers and Candidates 36 

Committee.  TE Dekker closed the report with prayer.      37 

08-64 MISSION TO NORTH AMERICA - TE D. ANDEREGG, CHAIRMAN 38 

TE D. Anderegg presented the report to Presbytery. 39 
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1. That GCP approve MNA’s request (submitted by Westminster PC, Fort 1 

Walton Beach, and First PC, Niceville’s) for financial support in the amount of: 2 

$1500 per month for the first year, $1000 per month for the second year, and 3 

$500 per month for the third year, be given to the Crestview Mission, and that 4 

the funding begin at a future date in 2009 when it becomes needed. 5 

SPECIAL ORDER – 11:30 – SHARING AND PRAYER GROUPS 6 

SPECIAL ORDER – 12:00 – 12:45 – LUNCH  7 

08-64 MISSION TO NORTH AMERICA - TE D. ANDEREGG, CHAIRMAN (CONT’D) 8 

Presbytery reconvened with the continuing report of the MNA Committee. 9 

2. We recommend to Gulf Coast Presbytery that it express to TE Scott Seidler 10 

and the congregation of King’s Bay Mission, that we believe it in the best 11 

interest of King’s Bay and of Gulf Coast Presbytery that the relationship 12 

between the two be dissolved, and express our intent that this dissolution be 13 

concluded by the February 10, 2009 Stated Meeting of GCP.   14 

 Grounds: The Presbytery would prefer that TE Scott Seidler and 15 

King’s Bay consider what course they deem it best to pursue, including 16 

the possibility of uniting with another denomination with which they feel 17 

more kinship, or of requesting dissolution of the mission church and 18 

the pursuit of another call by TE Seidler, etc., and that King’s Bay 19 

report its progress and intent to the MNA Committee of GCP as soon 20 

as possible.   21 

3. We recommend that until such time as the relationship between King’s Bay 22 

and GCP is dissolved, that a newly reconstituted Commission act as their 23 

provisional Session and include the following members:  TE Dave Anderegg, 24 

RE Jim Rish, TE Scott Seidler and RE Earl Smith; and that TE Seidler be 25 

instructed to call regular commission meetings at least quarterly, and to 26 

submit minutes according to GCP guidelines, and to give commission reports 27 

at every GCP stated meeting. 28 

TE J. Bryars closed the report with prayer .The report was received as a whole.   29 

            (Appendix F) 30 

 31 

08-65 REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (CONT’D)   32 

 33 

            Presbytery voted to elect the final slate of nominees for presbytery officers and 34 

Committees (Appendix G). 35 

 36 

Presbytery approved the slate of nominees to the GA Nominating Committee   37 

(Appendix H). 38 

 39 

The report of the Executive Committee was approved as a whole. 40 

08-65 REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES & COMMISSIONS  41 
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1. Kings Bay Commission  1 

(This report was given as part of the MNA action covered by recommendation 2 

#2 in the Mission to North America report above.) 3 

2. Resolution & Thanks 4 

      The following resolution of thanks was adopted: 5 

 6 

Whereas, we the members of the Gulf Coast Presbytery give thanks for 7 

God for the 108th Stated Meeting, and 8 

 9 

Whereas, we appreciate greatly the gracious hospitality shown by our 10 

host church, the Eastern Shore Presbyterian Church of Fairhope, 11 

Alabama. 12 

 13 

Therefore, be it resolved, that the Gulf Coast Presbytery express its 14 

thanks and appreciation to the Eastern Shore Presbyterian Church—its 15 

officers, members and especially the elect ladies helping in the kitchen 16 

with meal preparations—for hosting our meeting, for serving a delicious 17 

meal and for seeing to our corporate and individual needs and comfort as 18 

a Presbytery in Session this 14th day of October, 2008. 19 

Resolution and Thanks Committee,  20 

Dewey Roberts, Chairman 21 

08-66  MISSION TO THE WORLD - TE R. LAGUARDIA, CHAIRMAN 22 

TE R. LaGuardia, chairman of the MTW Committee, opened with prayer and 23 

called upon TE Dewey Roberts to give a report on an upcoming mission trip to 24 

Russia December the 8th – 15th, 2008.    25 

 26 

The chairman then called upon TE Bob Hayes to report on his mission work in 27 

Uganda.  He reported on a particularized work this past spring. 28 

 29 

TE A. Maves was called upon to close the report with prayer for these works and 30 

the mission of our presbytery. 31 

08-67 FLORIDA JOINT COMMISSION ON RUF - TE B. HAYES, CHAIRMAN 32 

TE B. Hayes presented the report to presbytery.    33 

1. The Chairman first called upon TE D. Story to give a report on the RUF 34 

work at Florida State University in Tallahassee, FL. 35 

2. TE Hayes then called on Clayton Dye with Campus Outreach at Troy 36 

State University’s South campus in Mobile, AL. 37 
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3. Next Dennis Eide gave a report on a possible future RUF work at the 1 

University of South Alabama in Mobile. 2 

4. David Anderegg addressed the presbytery about a possible future RUF 3 

campus work at the University of West Florida in Pensacola. 4 

5. A motion was made  and carried that presbytery approve the formation of 5 

accounts for establishing Reformed University Ministries works at the 6 

University of West Florida and University of South Alabama. 7 

TE Hayes closed the report in prayer. 8 

08-68 OLD BUSINESS  9 

Ad Interim Committee on the Sabbath or Lord’s Day Exception Issue 10 

The report was given by Committee Chairman, TE Bill Tyson.  The report 11 

was given out, commended for consideration, and the presbytery was 12 

urged to be prepared to further discuss the report for our guidance in 13 

dealing with this issue at the next meeting of presbytery.    14 

The motion was made and carried to docket this discussion as a special 15 

order at 10:30 at the next stated meeting of Gulf Coast Presbytery.  16 

(APPENDIX I) 17 

08-69 NEW BUSINESS  18 

 BCO Amendment #1 19 

Yes No Abstain 

0 32 0 

 20 

08-70 ADJOURNMENT AND CLOSING PRAYER 21 

Presbytery adjourned at 3:11 (CDT). TE R. Looper led in the closing prayer.. 22 

Respectfully submitted, 23 

 24 

TE R. Hornick, Stated Clerk 25 

RH/jcg 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 
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APPENDIX A 1 

 2 

Minutes of the Commission of Gulf Coast Presbytery 3 

To Install TE Cory D. Colravy as pastor of the Covenant Presbyterian Church 4 

Panama City, Florida, August 24, 2008 5 

 6 

The Commission appointed by Gulf Coast Presbytery to install TE Cory D. Colravy as 7 

Pastor of the Covenant Presbyterian Church, met in room 18 room of the Covenant 8 

Presbyterian Church at 5:45 p.m., Sunday, August 24, 2008. 9 

 10 

The following members were present: Teaching Elders Paul Fowler, Robert Hayes, Bill 11 

Lampkin, and Richard Watson, and Ruling Elders Lamar Allen, Richard Simpson, and 12 

Rod Webb. 13 

 14 

The meeting was called to order and opened with prayer by Mr. Hayes. Mr. Watson was 15 

elected chairman and Mr. Hayes secretary.  16 

 17 

The order of service was reviewed and approved and the commission retired to the 18 

sanctuary for the service at 6:00 p.m. Mr. Hayes opened the service and explained the 19 

purpose of the meeting. Mr. Simpson offered the call to worship and Mr. Watson gave 20 

the invocation. Mr. Lampkin read the Scriptures, 2 Timothy 3:1 - 4:8. Mr. Webb led the 21 

congregation in confession of faith. Mr. Lampkin led the congregation in confession of 22 

sin and assurance of pardon. Mr. Fowler preached from Luke 9:20-26, ―Real 23 

Christianity.‖ 24 

 25 

Mr. Webb propounded the questions for installation to Mr. Colravy and Mr. Simpson did 26 

the same for the congregation. Mr. Watson offered the prayer of installation. Mr. Webb 27 

pronounced Mr. Colravy as properly installed as the Pastor of Covenant Presbyterian 28 

Church. Mr. Allen then charged the pastor and the congregation. Mr. Hayes then prayed 29 

for God grace upon Mr.Colravy and the congregation. Following the singing of ―A Might 30 

Fortress is Our God,‖ Mr. Colravy pronounced the benediction. 31 

 32 

The congregation welcomed their new pastor and the commission with a reception 33 

which followed in the fellowship hall.  34 

 35 

The minutes having been read and approved, the closing benediction of the newly 36 

installed pastor completed the business of the Commission. 37 

 38 

Respectfully submitted, 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

___________________________________ _________________________________ 43 

Robert S. Hayes, Secretary    Richard G. Watson, Chairman 44 

 45 

 46 

 47 

 48 

 49 
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APPENDIX B 1 

 2 

PROPOSED DOCKET 3 

GULF COAST PRESBYTERY – 108th STATED MEETING 4 

October 14, 2008 – 9:00 AM CDT/10:00 EDT 5 
 6 

1. Call to Order and Opening Prayer 7 
 8 

2. Worship Service 9 
 10 

3. Roll Call & Determination of a Quorum 11 
 12 

4. Approval of Printed Minutes 13 
 14 

5. Communications 15 
 16 

6. Adoption of Docket 17 
 18 

7. Introduction of Visitors 19 
 20 

8. Appointment of Standing Committees 21 
 22 

9. Permanent Committee Reports 23 
 24 

Administration – TE Dennis Shackleford 25 

 Proposed Budget 26 

Examinations – TE Stephen Cloud 27 

 Review of Procedure 28 

Christian Education – TE Barksdale Pullen 29 

 Ember’s Conference 30 

Ministers and Candidates – TE Robert Dekker  31 
 32 

Mission to North America – TE Jim Bryars 33 
 34 

Mission to the World – TE Ralph LaGuardia 35 
 36 

Florida Joint Commission on RUF – TE R. Hayes 37 

 Chapter set-up costs 38 

 39 

SPECIAL ORDER – 11:45 – SHARING AND PRAYER GROUPS 40 

SPECIAL ORDER – 12:00 – 12:45 – LUNCH  41 
 42 

10.  Old Business 43 

a. Report of the Ad-Interim Committee on Sabbath Observance   44 
 45 

11.  New Business 46 

a. BCO Amendments 47 

Time & Place of 109th Stated Meeting – Tuesday,  February,  2009 48 
 49 

12. Reports of Standing Committees 50 

a. King’s Bay Commission 51 

b. Resolution and Thanks 52 

c. Bills & Overtures 53 
 54 

13. Adjournment and Closing Prayer 55 

 56 

 57 
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APPENDIX C 1 

ADMINSTRATION COMMITTEE REPORT 2 

GULF COAST PRESBYTERY 3 

October 14, 2008 4 

 5 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 6 

 7 

5. That the following churches submitted their Sessional minutes and records on 8 

time to the 107th  stated meeting of this Presbytery on May  13th, 2008, and 9 

that they be approved without exceptions of substance as follows: 10 

 11 

 Fairfield, Pensacola, FL 12 

 Faith, Robertsdale, FL 13 

 FPC, Niceville, FL 14 

 FPC, Atmore, FL 15 

 Grace, Madison, FL 16 

 Grace Community, Mobile, AL 17 

 Grace Fellowship, Gulf Shores, AL 18 

 Loxley, Loxley, FL 19 

                                                                             20 

REMINDER:  Be sure to check the Sessional Minutes Review Schedule for 21 

changes and updates to your review date.  These are subject to 22 

change without notice. 23 

 24 

6. That the following churches be noted as having failed to submit their 25 

Sessional minutes and records to the 107th  stated meeting of this Presbytery 26 

on May 13th, 2008 and have been granted a deferment at their request until 27 

the October 14th, 2008 Stated Meeting. 28 

 29 

 FPC, Panama City, FL (were due May 2008) 30 

 Cornerstone, Destin, FL  (were due Feb 2008) 31 

 32 

7. Proposed budget for 2009.  (see attached) 33 

 34 

Budget request approved for RUF: 35 

 GCP approved $1000.00 increase for David Story (RUF - FSU) in 2009 36 

budget year. 37 

 GCP approved the motion to create two new Presbytery budget 38 

accounts to receive gifts for the following new works:   39 

 40 

1)  RUF Work for The University of Southern Alabama (USA) 41 

2)  RUF Work for The University of West Florida (UWF) 42 

 43 

  44 

Budget Request approved from MNA: 45 

   46 
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 GCP approved MNA’s request that WPC Fort Walton Beach and FPC 1 

Niceville’s request that financial support for a new church plant in the 2 

Crestview, FL area be approved from the  MNA Church Planting Fund in 3 

the amount of:  $1500 per month for the first year, $1000 per month 4 

for the second year, and $500 per month for the third year for the 5 

Crestview Mission.  The funding will begin at a future date in 2009 6 

when it becomes needed. 7 

8. That this report be approved as a whole. 8 

 9 

 10 

Respectfully Submitted, 11 

 12 
Dennis Shackleford, Chairman, Administrative Committee 13 

 14 

 15 

NOTE:  A suggested template for creating minutes for a Stated and a Called  16 

Session meeting is now posted on the Presbytery website at 17 

www.gulfcoastpres.org under the *FORMS* section.  These files are in Microsoft 18 

Word format and may be downloaded for your use.   19 

 20 

   21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

http://www.gulfcoastpres.org/
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Gulf Coast Presbytery, Inc. 1 

Proposed Budget 2 

Calendar Year Ending December 31, 2009 3 
 4 
        2008   2009 5 

        Budget   Budget 6 
 7 
General Fund 8 

   Administrative Expenses 9 

 Executive Committee 10 

  Postage       $ 450   $ 450 11 

  Printing             800      800 12 

  Supplies             100      100 13 

  Telephone      1,300   1,300 14 

  Travel          500      500  15 

  Miscellaneous             100      100 16 

  Recording Clerk        1,000   1,000 17 

  Stated Clerk       5,700                 5,700    18 
 19 
  Total      $9,950             $9,950 20 
 21 
 Administrative Committee  22 

  Postage, Printing and Travel   $  100   $  100 23 

  Computer         000       000 24 

  Telephone           30         30 25 

  Liability Insurance      1,200     1,200 26 

  Web Site           70                     70     27 
 28 
  Total      $1,400   $1,400 29 
 30 
 Mission to the World  31 

  Committee Expenses    $   200   $   200 32 

  Short-term Mission      1,000     1,000   33 

        $1,200   $1,200    34 
 35 
 Mission to North America Committee 36 

  Committee Expenses    $1,550   $1,550 37 
 38 
 Christian Education Committee     39 

  Committee Expenses    $  500   $  500 40 

  Conferences & Retreats     1,000    1,000 41 

  Speakers      1,000    1,000 42 
 43 
  Total      $2,500              $2,500   44 
 45 
 Ministers & Candidates Committee 46 

  Committee Expenses    $  500   $  500   47 

  Background Checks        500       500 48 

  Conferences         700       700  49 

  50 

  Total      $1,700   $1,700 51 
 52 
 Examinations Committee  53 

  Committee Expenses    $   400     $   400 54 
 55 
 Reformed University Ministries 56 

  David Story-Florida State University  $12,500   $13,500 57 
 58 
 Total General Fund     $31,200    $33,200  59 

 60 

Mission to North America Church Planting Fund (Receipts)  $24,000   $24,000 61 



. 

 Page   15 

APPENDIX D 1 

 2 

CE Committee Report 3 

Gulf Coast Presbytery 4 

Oct 14, 2008 5 

 6 

5. PCA Kingdom Disciples Conference 7 

(http://www.pcacep.org/discipleship08/index.htm)  8 

On November 13-15, Christian Education and Publications is hosting a 9 

discipleship conference, ―Making Visible God’s Invisible Kingdom.‖ Its purpose is 10 

to make believers aware of the importance of how we approach living a Christian 11 

life--and equipping believers to make disciples from a kingdom, world, and life 12 

view perspective—a realization that every moment we live is under the Lordship 13 

of Christ. We have a ―24/7‖ opportunity to serve Him—not only in the church, but 14 

in all of life as well. 15 

 16 

Join fellow leaders, pastors, teachers and disciplers from across the PCA as we 17 

address how we are to make disciples with a Kingdom understanding.  Believing 18 

the PCA to be a strategic denomination in accomplishing this task, noted author 19 

and speaker Chuck Colson has accepted the invitation to be the keynote speaker 20 

at the conference.  Christian Smith, professor at Notre Dame University, will also 21 

address the conference focusing on the particular need to disciple the next 22 

generation.  Professors Anthony Bradley and Allen Curry and Christian educator 23 

Charles Dunahoo will also challenge and equip participants in their role to make 24 

"Kingdom" disciples. 25 

 26 

Breakout seminars and workshops will focus on a variety of discipling ministries 27 

within a local church such a youth ministries, children's ministries, women's 28 

ministries and men's ministries.  Seminars will also focus on practical issues like 29 

cultural influences, covenantal approaches, mentoring, using the Bible in 30 

discipleship, the role of family, the pastor and his wife's role, and more.  Each 31 

workshop is designed to help the local church build a kingdom framework for 32 

Christian education to children, youth, women, and men. There is something for 33 

everyone.  34 

 35 

The staff of Christian Education and Publications asks for your prayers for the 36 

purposes of this conference. We ask that you go online to the website 37 

www.pcacep.org/discipleship08  for more detailed information that will inform 38 

your local church’s planning for this strategic conference. 39 

 40 

6. PresWIC 41 

a. November 13-15 – CEP Discipleship Conference  42 

b. November WASC Meeting 43 

c. March 10-12 – Covenant College – 2009 Women in the Church 44 

Leadership Training Conference 45 

d. March 12-14 – Chattanooga  TN – 2009 PCA Mercy Conference 46 

http://www.pcacep.org/discipleship08/index.htm
http://www.pcacep.org/discipleship08
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e. June 15-19, 2009 - 37th General Assembly, planned in Orlando – Paul 1 

Tripp will be the speaker for the annual Wednesday Women’s program 2 

and luncheon. 3 

 4 

7. Embers Conference- March 27-28 5 

 6 

8. Women’s Retreat – Feb 6-8 7 

Journalists and millions of women call Kathy Peel ―America’s Family Manager‖. 8 

This mother has an upbeat engaging style and offers Biblical and reality based 9 

solutions to becoming the person God created you to be. Kathy delights in 10 

helping women reinvent their lives and schedules with the goal of bringing order 11 

and peace to their homes and families.  But even closer to her heart is the joy of 12 

seeing spiritual makeovers bring joy and peace to women’s hearts. Kathy will be 13 

leading two general sessions focused on discerning God’s purposes for each 14 

stage of life and identifying and removing obstacles that keep you from 15 

discovering and fulfilling your design as a woman. Relationships with each other 16 

will be strengthened through practical application in Breakout Sessions (see back 17 

panel) developed by Wildwood women. To learn about the ministry of Kathy 18 

Peel, visit  www.familymanager.com. 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

http://www.familymanager.com/
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APPENDIX E 1 

Ministers and Candidates Committee Report 2 

Gulf Coast Presbytery 3 

The GCP February 2008 Stated Meeting 4 

Presenter:  TE Dekker, Chairman 5 

 6 

 7 

THE MEMBERS: 8 

 9 

Name Class Church Contact #   

TE Robert Dekker 10 Ch Concord,  Gulf Breeze 
(850) 932-6243 

(850) 384-3106 
dekkerr@bellsouth.net 

TE Rob Looper 08 McIlwain, Pensacola (850) 438-5449 rob@mcilwain.org 

TE David Crenshaw 08 Honorably Retired (850)607-7741  

RE Brock Haddox 08 Gulf Shore, Al   

RE Earl Smith 08 Westminster, Ft Walton  (850)-243-2764 smithet311@aol.com 

RE (vacant) 09    

RE Frank Drew 09 Pinewoods, Pensacola (850) 968-0274 frank.drew@cox.net 

TE Bob Evans 09 Wildwood, Tallahassee  (850)668-0566 bob@wildwoodpca.org 

TE Dieter Paulson 09 Covenant Reformed, AL (251) 625-1733 
Mdieterp@aol.com 

 

TE Paul  10 Eastern Shore, AL   

RE Bob Cooper 10 Fairfield, Pensacola (850) 492-9567 cooperpp@cox.net 

Vacant 10    

 10 

THE MEETINGS: 11 

No Meetings were scheduled between Presbytery Meetings.    12 

THE MATTERS (new and old matters before the committee): 13 

1. The need to clarify the reporting of the 08 Candidates   14 

2. The need to clarify the reporting of the 08 Licentiates 15 

3. The need to clarify the reporting  of the current TE’s without call 16 

4. The need to clarify the reporting of the current TE’s working out of Bounds. 17 

5. The need to clarify the reporting of the current Special TE’s (Honorable Retired, 18 

Chaplains, & Missionaries)  19 

6. The need to inform GCP on current internships 20 

a. Candidate Bryan Loney’s request for approval 21 

b. Candidate Brian Steadman’s request for approval 22 

c. Candidate Allen Stanton’s inquiry to initiate an internship 23 

7. The need to revise the GCP Internship process and make it available on the web 24 

site 25 

8. The need to improve the dissolution process, to educate the parties involved on 26 

both how it can be done to the glory of God and who can help them through the 27 

processes 28 

9. The need to clarifying the role of the MAC in relation to new Calls and Changes 29 

to existing Calls of the GCP TE’s   (TE Crenshaw)  30 

10. The need to encourage struggling pastors and churches; creating a safe place to find healing and 31 

mailto:dekkerr@bellsouth.net
mailto:rob@mcilwain.org
mailto:smithet311@aol.com
mailto:frank.drew@cox.net
mailto:bob@wildwoodpca.org
mailto:Mdieterp@aol.com
mailto:cooperpp@cox.net
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restoration by means of the gospel 1 

11. The need to fill the vacant RE and TE seats on the MAC, as well as those who will serve in the 2 

class of 11.    3 

12. The need follow up on churches who are currently without pastors. 4 

13. The dispersing of the Covenant Scholarship among candidates 5 

14. The need to update the web site data  6 

15. The need to develop a plan to secure background-checks on clergy (especially for those entering 7 

the GCP) to comply with insurance industry expectations 8 

16. The need to purge the rolls of those who are no longer pursing their call to ministry or those who 9 

have been without call for more than 3 years.   (TE CROWE) 10 

17. The need to properly process the closing of Christ Community Church in Pensacola. 11 

THE ACTIONS 12 

No Commission Actions to report.     13 

407.1.d. THE MAC has the authority to act as a commission of presbyter in 14 

dissolving pastoral relationships in cases where the pastor and congregation 15 

formally concur or where no congregation is concerned, to dismiss other 16 

ministers, licentiates or candidates. The committee shall inform the stated clerk 17 

of this action so that the clerk may dismiss the ministers. 18 

The Committee Actions: 19 

1. The Committee is still processing the membership rolls from the 20 

dissolved church, formerly known as the Covenant Reformed 21 

Presbyterian Church of Daphne.    22 

2. The Committee continues to urges the all the Presbyters to 23 

provide the annual reports for 2008 to the Ministers and 24 

Candidates Committee.  (for more information contact the 25 

chairman at dekkerr@bellsouth.net or 850-384-3106) 26 

3. The Committee did not act as a committee on the requests of 27 

Candidates Steadman and Loney, as they were only recently 28 

received by the chairman. 29 

4. The Chairman also received a request from Candidate Stanton 30 

concerning the initiation of his internship.  This is to be engaged 31 

in the February meeting of GCP.  32 

5. The Committee has not received any communications from TE 33 

Dudley Crowe providing reason to further delay his pending 34 

demitting.  He has been without call for more than 4 years.     35 

THE MOTIONS to GCP 36 

5.  The chairman moves the approval of Candidate Bryon Loney’s internship: 37 

 38 

a. Whereas the MAC has recognized more than a full year of 39 

experience  (BCO 19-6) as an intern at Centerpoint 40 

Presbyterian Church under the mentoring of TE Chuck Ryor, as 41 

evidenced within the superlative records presented by the 42 

candidate to the MAC Committee 43 

mailto:dekkerr@bellsouth.net
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b. Whereas the MAC Committee has been satisfied that Candidate 1 

Loney has performed the full scope of ministerial duties (BCO 2 

19-6), even serving as a ruling elder on the Session of 3 

Centerpoint Presbyterian Church, 4 

c. Whereas the MAC Committee has received testimony from 5 

several of God’s people (including TE’s)  who have been a part 6 

of that local church, testifying to this man’s requisite gifts for 7 

pastoral ministry (BCO-19-6) 8 

d. Whereas the MAC Committee, being aware that the internship 9 

initiation date and the proposed date of approval, provides less 10 

than a calendar year as stated in the 2nd paragraph of BCO 19-11 

7, and being aware of the special  need inspiring this unusual 12 

request  of the candidate for our presbytery to promptly process 13 

his internship  14 

e. BE it resolved that the Gulf Coast Presbytery approve (by ¾ 15 

vote) his previous experience as equivalent to internship in 16 

accord with BCO 19-16.   17 

It was approved by more than 3/4 vote. 18 

6. The chairman moves the approval of Candidate Steadman’s 19 

internship. 20 

a. Whereas the MAC Chairman received evidence of Candidate 21 

Steadman’s completion of our GCP expectation 22 

b. Whereas the MAC Chairman received a wonderful report from 23 

Candidate Steadman’s mentor, TE Chris Smith, an assistant 24 

pastor in a local PCA church in St. Louis 25 

c. Whereas Candidate Steadman recently has graduated from 26 

Covenant Seminary with an MDiv and has relocated to 27 

Brooklyn, NY, within the bounds of the Metro NY Presbytery 28 

d. Whereas Candidate Steadman is moving towards ordination to 29 

begin the process to plan a church, 30 

e.  BE it resolved that the Gulf Coast Presbytery approve (by ¾ 31 

vote) his previous experience as equivalent to internship in 32 

accord with BCO 19-16.   33 

It was not approved.   The Presbyters amended the motion, approving a motion to commend the 34 

candidate to his new presbytery, authorizing the MAC Chairman to communicate our Presbytery’s 35 

proper testimonial (BCO 19-11). One presbyter indicated that since this internship was to be 36 

received under BCO 19-6, that it wise that the body that will be ordaining him, the Metro NY 37 

Presbytery, also be the one who should vote to approve his previous experience as equivalent to 38 

internship (again see BCO 19-6).  39 

7. The Chairman moves the demit of TE Dudley Crowe of 40 

Tallahassee from the office of Teaching Elder  (See  13-2, 34-10)   41 

13-2 When a minister shall continue on the rolls of his 42 

Presbytery without a call to a particular work for a prolonged period, not 43 

exceeding three years, the procedure as set forth in BCO 34-10 shall be followed… 44 

34-10  In such a case, the clerk shall under the order of the Presbytery 45 
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forthwith deliver to the minister concerned a written note that, at the next 1 

stated meeting, the question of his being so dealt with is to be considered. 2 

This notice shall distinctly state the grounds for this proceeding. The party 3 

thus notified shall be heard in his own defense; and if the decision pass 4 

against him he may appeal, as if he had been tried after the usual forms... 5 

8. The Chairman moves that the changes in the call of TE David 6 

Crenshaw with the Fairfield Presbyterian Church, from Assistant 7 

Pastor to Associate Pastor, be found in order.  8 

A copy of the call was submitted. 9 

 10 

 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 
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APPENDIX F 1 

Gulf Coast Presbytery 2 

Mission to North America  3 

Committee Report 4 

 Stated Meeting of Presbytery at Fairhope, AL 5 

October 14, 2008 6 

I.  Activities of the Committee 7 

A.) Meetings: 8 

1. The GCP MNA Committee met on Tuesday, May 16, 2008, during a 9 

stated meeting of GCP in Niceville, FL.  TE Jim Bryars, TE Bill Tyson, 10 

TE Dave Anderegg, TE Robert Dekker, and TE Scott Seidler (along with 11 

Mrs. Seidler and several families from King‟s Bay) were in attendance 12 

to discuss numerous concerns at King‟s Bay Mission.    13 

2. The GCP MNA Committee met on Tuesday, September 16, 2008, 14 

following a called meeting of GCP in Niceville, FL.  TE Jim Bryars, TE 15 

Bill Tyson, TE Dave Anderegg, TE Bob Hayes, TE Bill Lamkin and TE 16 

Cory Colravy were in attendance to discuss local issues of concern at 17 

King‟s Bay Mission.      18 

3. The GCP MNA Committee met via teleconference on October 9, 2008 19 

at 10:00 a.m. (CDT) with TE Dave Anderegg, RE Don Barnes, TE Jim 20 

Bryars, RE Eric Haug, RE John Schmidt, RE Rick Skinner, and TE Bill 21 

Tyson in attendance to discuss our current financial status, King‟s Bay 22 

Mission, and a request for future church plant funding in Crestview.     23 

II. Reports   24 

1) Kings Bay Mission, Panama City Beach, FL   (KBM) 25 

 Currently, King‟s Bay is meeting weekly for worship with an attendance of 26 

approximately 12-15.  Though TE Scott Seidler is preaching regularly at 27 

KBM, there continues to be no further progress toward particularizing.    28 

 In addition, there continue to be numerous difficulties.  The GCP MNA 29 

Committee met with TE Scott Seidler in May to discuss these difficulties, 30 

and potential plans.  Since that time, another key family has departed.  31 

 There is a question as to whether KBM now has a viable core group.  32 

There has long been a significant need for leaders, musicians, and 33 

committed families that continues to go unrealized.   34 

 Since KBM has not been able to fulfill the financial commitment of TE 35 

Seilder‟s call for a number of years, TE Seidler continues to work full-time 36 

as a real estate agent.  Though TE Seidler has persevered for years, by 37 

necessity his time and attention continue to be divided. 38 
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 For this reason, in part, TE Seidler has not called a meeting of his GCP 1 

established commission (temporary Session) for several years, and has 2 

been operating without a Session in violation of BCO 12-6, and 12-7.  As a 3 

result, there have been no commission reports at Presbytery meetings 4 

either – also a violation of our rules of order.  And now, many members of 5 

the GCP established commission are no longer able, or desirous, of 6 

serving.    7 

 Because of these and several other issues, GCP MNA believes that at this 8 

point, it may be in the best interest of TE Seidler, the remaining members 9 

of KBM, and GCP, that KBM be dissolved. 10 

 11 

2) Door of Hope Mission, Tallahassee, FL 12 

 God continues to be gracious to TE Joe Elliott and the work of this 13 

predominantly African-American, inner city, mission begun by CenterPoint 14 

Mission.    15 

 Attendance continues to grow slowly, with a continued demographic 16 

diversity including a number of students. 17 

 Joe continues to minister weekly to students at Florida A&M University.  18 

 19 

3) Future Plans regarding a ‘Crestview’ church plant 20 

 The MNA Committee, FPC Niceville, and WPC Fort Walton Beach are 21 

currently focusing on a potential plant in Crestview.  On 9/10/08 TE Bill 22 

Tyson, officially requested GCP MNA support for the Crestview plant, and 23 

this request was discussed at the October 9, 2008 meeting.  The following 24 

report was furnished by TE Tyson:    25 

 26 

“Westminster Presbyterian in Fort Walton Beach, and First 27 

Presbyterian in Niceville, are teaming together to try to plant a church 28 

in Crestview, FL.  Crestview has been growing rather rapidly over the 29 

past several years, and is projected to continue and increase that 30 

growth in the next 5-10 years due in part to an influx of military and 31 

support personnel at Eglin Air Force Base.  First Pres and Westminster 32 

have several people in the Crestview area, and have formed a team of 33 

folks who are beginning to pursue a church planter who has been 34 

approved by the denominational MNA Assessment Center.  Pastors Joe 35 

Grider and Bill Tyson have attended a Global Church Advancement 36 

Conference to help them prepare for this endeavor.  In addition, the 37 

two churches had Ted Powers of PCA‟s MNA staff come down and do a 38 

seminar on church planting to help inform their leadership about DOs 39 

and DON‟Ts of church planting, and to help the churches and their 40 

leadership be on the same page.”       41 

 “It is our desire to plant a vibrant, gospel-centered church that will 42 

primarily target the unchurched and newcomers to the Crestview 43 

area.  Our „site report‟ can be found on the PCA MNA website.  Since 44 

neither of our churches is large, we need the support of other 45 
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Presbytery churches to help us as we undertake this challenge for our 1 

Lord.”    – Bill Tyson, pastor of Westminster Presbyterian, FWB 2 

 3 

4) MNA Chaplaincy Ministries  4 

 Please continue to pray for our PCA and other Evangelical Military 5 

Chaplains who minister the Gospel in challenging circumstances, as well 6 

as our soldiers (our sons and daughters) who continue to serve for our 7 

freedom and liberty.    8 

 9 

5) MNA Disaster Relief Sub-Committee (DRSC) 10 

 The Disaster Relief Sub-Committee (DRSC) was established to create an 11 

effective disaster relief network within GCP for clear communication, and 12 

coordination. 13 

 Disaster Relief work is staffed by members of our GCP congregations.   14 

 During the off-season, the MNA Committee will continue to organize and 15 

develop an effective system of communication and coordination.   16 

 All churches in GCP are encouraged to assist the sub-committee by 17 

appointing a key-man who will represent each local congregation by 18 

communicating with the sub-committee, and by making preparations 19 

locally.  If you have not identified a key-man, please do so and contact TE 20 

Dave Anderegg ASAP, otherwise DRSC will be looking to you to lead 21 

disaster relief efforts following a storm!     22 

 23 

6) GA MNA events and helpful resources were highlighted:  24 

 “Embers to a Flame” continues to encourage church revitalization. 25 

(www.emberstoaflame.org) 26 

 “Fanning the Flame,” a strategic planning service, continues to be offered 27 

through Joe Weatherly and Vision Planners, LLC. 28 

(www.visionplanners.com)  29 

 Other conferences continue to offer churches resources:  ESL Conference, 30 

Mercy Ministry Conference. 31 

 Church Planter Training & Assessment Opportunities (www.pca-mna.org) 32 

 MNA Disaster Relief Volunteer Registration Form.  (www.pca-mna.org) 33 

 Hispanic American Ministries Convocation (www.pca-mna.org). 34 

  35 

II. Recommendations: 36 

A. We recommend to Gulf Coast Presbytery that it express to TE Scott 37 

Seidler and the congregation of King‟s Bay Mission, that we believe it 38 

in the best interest of King‟s Bay and of Gulf Coast Presbytery that the 39 

relationship between the two be dissolved, and express our intent that 40 

this dissolution be concluded by the February 2009 Stated Meeting of 41 

GCP.   42 

a. Grounds: The Presbytery would prefer that TE Scott Seidler 43 

and King‟s Bay consider what course they deem it best to 44 

pursue, including the possibility of uniting with another 45 

http://www.visionplanners.com/
http://www.pca-mna.org/
http://www.pca-mna.org/
http://www.pca-mna.org/
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denomination with which they feel more kinship, or of 1 

requesting dissolution of the mission church and the pursuit of 2 

another call by TE Seidler, etc., and that King‟s Bay report its 3 

progress and intent to the MNA Committee of GCP as soon as 4 

possible.   5 

B. We recommend that until such time as the relationship between King‟s 6 

Bay and GCP is dissolved, that a newly reconstituted Commission act 7 

as their provisional Session and include the following members:  TE 8 

Dave Anderegg, RE Jim Rish, TE Scott Seidler and RE Earl Smith; and 9 

that TE Seidler be instructed to call regular commission meetings at 10 

least quarterly, and to submit minutes according to GCP guidelines, 11 

and to give commission reports at every GCP stated meeting. 12 

C. That GCP approve MNA‟s request that WPC Fort Walton Beach, and FPC Niceville‟s 13 

request that financial support in the amount of: $1500 per month for the first year, 14 

$1000 per month for the second year, and $500 per month for the third year, be 15 

given to the Crestview Mission, and that the funding begin at a future date in 2009 16 

when it becomes needed.          17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

   44 

 45 

 46 
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APPENDIX G 1 

 2 

Nominations for Presbytery Officers & Committees 3 

 4 

Moderator –  TE Paul Fowler    Stated Clerk – TE R. Hornick 5 

 6 

Recording Clerk – TE J. Grider    Treasurer - Bill Luka 7 

 8 

Parliamentarian – TE G. D. Roberts 9 

COMMITTEE    Class of 2011   Chairman 10 

 11 

Administration   RE          12 

          D. Shackleford 13 

     TE      D. Edie   14 

 15 

Christian Education   RE          16 

              17 

     TE   18 

 19 

Examinations   RE     J. Hill  20 

           S. Cloud 21 

     TE  D. Crenshaw 22 

 23 

Ministers & Candidates  RE   R. Myers 24 

     RE   E. Smith      25 

           R. Dekker 26 

     TE   D. Crenshaw 27 

     TE   R. Looper      28 

 29 

Mission to North America  RE   E. Haug      30 

     RE   J. Richardson  31 

           D. Anderegg  32 

     TE      R. Gardner (10) 33 

     TE   M. Leverett 34 

     TE   D. Barnes      35 

       36 

Mission to the World  RE   B. Carrigan  37 

     RE      R. Roberson  (10)       38 

R. LaGuardia  39 

     TE   R. LaGuardia 40 

     TE 41 

 42 

Reformed University Ministries   TE R. Looper  (09) 43 

     TE  R. Hayes    (10) 44 

TE      R. Evans   (11) 45 

     TE      D. Shackleford  (12)  46 

 47 
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Appendix   H 1 
 2 

NOMINATIONS FOR GA PERMANENT COMMITTEES 3 

For Administrative Committee 4 

 RE     TE   5 
 6 

For Christian Education & Publications 7 

 RE     TE 8 

 9 

For Constitutional Business Committee 10 

 RE     TE 11 

 12 

For Interchurch Relations Committee 13 

 RE Jim Richardson  TE Dave Crenshaw 14 
 15 

For Mission to North America  16 

 RE     TE 17 
 18 

For Mission to the World 19 

 RE Don Barnes   TE  20 

 21 

For Reformed University Ministries 22 

 RE     TE   Paul Fowler 23 

 24 

For Standing Judicial Commission 25 

 RE     TE  26 

 27 

For Theological Examining Committee  28 

 RE     TE Bill Lamkin 29 

 30 

For Trustee of Covenant College 31 

 RE     TE Stephen Cloud 32 

 33 

For Trustee of Covenant Theological Seminary 34 

 RE     TE Jim Thorpe 35 

 36 

For Board of PCA Foundation 37 

 RE       TE 38 

 39 

For Trustee of RBI 40 

 RE     TE   41 

 42 

For Director of Ridge Haven 43 

 RE     TE   44 

 45 

 46 

 47 

 48 

 49 
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APPENDIX I 1 

 2 

Final Report on the Sabbath or Lord’s Day Exception Issue 3 

  4 

 A Study Committee was appointed by the moderator of Gulf Coast 5 

Presbytery for the purpose of offering to Presbytery an orderly manner to 6 

consistently address the matter of exceptions to the confession with regard to the 7 

4
th

 commandment, particularly with regard to the phrase worldly employments 8 

and recreations, found in the WCF (21.8) and Catechisms (WLC 117,119; WSC 9 

60,61), and more particularly worldly ... recreations.  It seems that phrase –  10 

worldly ... recreations – is what men most frequently take exception to, and with 11 

which we have struggled in determining whether or not such things as throwing a 12 

football with our son or doing some family fun activity should be regarding as an 13 

exception to the intent of the Confession and Catechisms.   14 

 We are agreed that in many cases the real problem is not the phrase 15 

worldly...recreations.  That phrase seems to have been especially directed towards 16 

a particular historical context.  J.I. Packer explains that ―At the end of the sixteenth 17 

century it was the Englishman‘s custom after church was over to pass the rest of 18 

Sunday in ‗frequenting of bawdy stage plays . . . may-games, church-ales, feasts 19 

and wakes; in piping, dancing, dicing, carding, bowling, tennis-playing, in bear-20 

baiting, cock-fighting, hawking, hunting and such like, in keeping of fairs and 21 

markets on the Sabbath . . .; in ‗football-playing, and such other devilish pastimes‖ 22 

(A Quest for Godliness: the Puritan Vision of the Christian Life, p 235).  We DO 23 

think that such things as watching football, basketball, baseball and such sports 24 

events falls into the same category as some of those, but these are quite different 25 

from getting out and throwing a football with one‘s son for a little bit or planning a 26 

family outing or fun activity. 27 

 But it is the phrase ―making it our delight to spend the whole time (except 28 

so much of it as is to be taken up in works of necessity and mercy) in the 29 

public and private exercises of God’s worship‖ (WLC 117) that is the more 30 

challenging phrase, and one that might well forbid (in the Puritan view) even 31 

throwing a football with one‘s son or pursing a fun activity with the family.  32 

―Public and private exercises of God‘s worship‖ clearly indicates the intentional 33 

focus upon worship and the spiritual nurture of the soul that undergirds and 34 

stimulates worship. 35 

 So what are the options?  What do we need to explore in our 36 

examinations? 37 

1) We need to determine if a man believes that the Lordôs Day is governed 38 

by the 4
th

 Commandment; i.e., whether the Lord‘s Day is the NT 39 

equivalent of the OT Sabbath, moved to the first day of the week on account 40 

of Jesus‘ resurrection and Apostolic practice (WCF 21.7; WLC 116; WSC 41 
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59).  If he DOES NOT, he ought to take an exception.  Then the 1 

Presbytery will have to determine if it can accept the setting aside of the 2 

4
th

 Commandment as acceptable in a PCA minister? 3 

 2) If he DOES, we need to clearly point to the applicable passages 4 

regarding how the Sabbath is to be kept (WCF 21.8; WLC 117-121; 5 

WSC 60-62) and ask whether a man is convinced that the Westminster 6 

Divines have, in fact, accurately expounded the revealed nature of the 7 

Sabbath command as indicated especially in the 3
rd

 paragraph of this 8 

statement (see above).  Things forbidden would obviously include devoting 9 

blocks of time to watching professional sports and the like, both because it 10 

does not devote the ―whole time . . . in the public and private exercises of 11 

God‘s worship‖ and because it is a participation in ―worldly . . . recreations.‖  12 

It would also include such things as lazing away the rest of the day rather 13 

than engaging in public or private exercises of worship, and would seem to 14 

include family activities that were not directed towards the spiritual nurture 15 

of our souls [see the attached paper describing how some of the Puritans 16 

recommended that Christians keep the Lord‘s Day to understand how they 17 

approached spending ―the whole time (except so much of it as is to be taken 18 

up in works of necessity and mercy) in the public and private exercises of 19 

Godôs worship‖].  20 

 a. IF HE BELIEVES THE WESTMINSTER DIVINES HAVE 21 

ACCURATELY EXPOUNDED THE COMMANDMENT, we should 22 

ask if the examinee pursues obedience to that command as expounded 23 

in the WCF and Catechisms? 24 

 b. IF HE DOES NOT BELIEVE THEY HAVE ACCURATELY 25 

EXPOUNDED THE COMMANDMENT, then he ought to take an 26 

exception.  27 

3) If a man takes exception to the Westminster view, then we need to have 28 

him define precisely what he DOES think the Scriptures teach with respect 29 

to the Sabbath and the Lord‘s Day.  What difference does the examinee have 30 

with the Confession/Catechisms?  The Presbytery will then have to 31 

determine if the examinee‘s view is acceptable, and what it expects him to 32 

teach his congregation with respect to the WCF/Catechisms and his views.  33 

 For example, a man might think the Westminster Divines went further 34 

than the Scriptures when they affirm that we must spend the whole time 35 

(except so much of it as is to be taken up in works of necessity and 36 

mercy) in the public and private exercises of God’s worship, and think that 37 

the emphasis of the 4
th
 commandment is not limited to worship, but includes 38 

rest and refreshment following oneôs labor.  What would that look like to 39 

him?  How would he use the Lord‘s Day in practice?  And how far would 40 

that depart from the Westminster view? 41 
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  Another man might not think the Fourth Commandment is obligatory 1 

in the same sense as in the OT.  Presbytery would want to know ―why?‖  If a 2 

man was caught violating the Sabbath in the OT, he was subject to death (at 3 

least in Exodus 15:32ff), and, one of the chief offenses for which the Lord 4 

judged Israel was their refusal to keep the Sabbath.  But what if a man is not 5 

convinced that the Sabbath is obligatory in the same sense in the NT age as 6 

in the Old, largely because the theocracy has ended, yet that man still 7 

believes that God‘s people should attempt to set apart the day (or, if 8 

necessary, another day) to rest and to delight themselves in the Lord and 9 

practice those exercises of worship that they do not have time to do on other 10 

days?  What is a matter of conscience before the Lord so that a slave or 11 

employee would have to say ―I must obey God rather than man,‖ and take 12 

the consequences?  A matter of conscience is not the same as asking what 13 

might be a wise way to use the Lord‘s Day.  For example: we are not 14 

required by the Lord to read our Bibles for an hour a day.  But it might be 15 

wise of us to do so; and we might find it tremendously beneficial.  So we 16 

might encourage others to read their Bibles an hour a day, not as a matter of 17 

conscience before the Lord – because he hasn‘t required that – but as a wise 18 

and beneficial practice.  19 

 20 

General Understandings within the Gulf Coast Presbytery:  21 

1. GCP believes the confession‘s use of the term ―worldly recreation‖ is intended to include 22 

all organized and professional sports (which would apply to today‘s NFL and MLB 23 

etc…) 24 

2. GCP believes the confession‘s use of the terms ―all the day‖ and ―whole time‖ are 25 

intended to include every waking moment of the Lord‘s day, not just an hour or not just 26 

the morning or a part of the day.  27 

3. GCP believes the confession‘s use of the term ―exercises of His worship‖  is intended to 28 

mean intentional and doxological focus on God  (which does not include special family 29 

times or leisure activities) 30 

4. GCP believes the confession‘s use of the term ―rest‖  is intended to show a clear contrast 31 

of continuing in employment ( and therefore it is not an admonition to sleep the day 32 

away) 33 

 34 

The Committee further recommends that GCP determine  35 

1) The examinee‘s response to the principles advanced in the WCF‘s handling of the 4
th

 36 

Commandment (It he sees is it as ―good‖)      and then  37 

2) ask the examinee to reveal his conscience concerning those principles  38 

a. Is it binding upon me and upon all in the church to which I belong and in which I 39 

will be shepherding? 40 

b. Is it an ―option to do‖ or an ―ought to do‖?  41 

c. Is it ―good counsel‖ or is it ―authoritative‖? 42 

i. If it carries scriptural authority, then it is therefore not only prescriptive in 43 

nature, but also corrective and reproving  in nature  --See 2 Tim 3:16-17  44 

 An orthodox, Bible-believing candidate may express exceptions to the WCF in this area—45 
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falling under the categories of Practice or Principle: 1 

1)  An exception in practice -- (―I agree with the wisdom expressed, but some if not all or even 2 

all of it is not binding my conscience---I like the concepts, but I see there expressions as 3 

indicative rather than imperative) 4 

2)  An exception in principle— 5 

 The candidate may respond:  ―This is not what I believe the Bible says‖ or ―This is not 6 

what I believe God intended to be construed from the creation ordinance‖ or ―The divines 7 

went beyond what the text of Scripture demands‖ or ―too much of the application is 8 

intellectually derived rather than scripturally expressed‖  9 

--since it is not specifically re-expressed by the apostles after Christ‘s ascension 10 

--since the rise of secular governments over God‘s people (they theocracy and 11 

national monarchy are now past tense)  12 

   13 

The GCP may accept exceptions of practice with adequate explanation of the candidate‘s current 14 

patterns and demonstration of seriousness about remembering the day.   This should be 15 

noted in the minutes.  The candidate should be charged to teach that his personal practice 16 

is not in conformity with that of the Confession. 17 

 18 

The GCP may accept exception of principle with adequate explanation of the candidate‘s 19 

Biblical defense for his modifications.   The candidate should be charged to teach that his 20 

personal practice is not in conformity with that of the Confession. 21 

 22 

The committee recommends that all of us be admonished to take the Lord‘s Day more seriously, 23 

adopting a more proactive implementation of a day spent with God, with God and your family, 24 

and with God and God‘s family.   God graciously gave man the Sabbath--- May He give us the 25 

grace to enjoy it too! 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 


